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Q: So, Dan, let's start with a look at your early life. Where were you born? And tell us
something about your parents and grandparents.

ZACHARY: Nothing exceptional here. | was born in Chicago in 1923 into a blue-collar
family. | was the second child - my sister, Virginia, was born in 1921. We lived in several
locations in the city.

My father, Daniel P. Zachary, was an electrician with the Commonwealth Edison
Company, the large mid-West utility corporation. He remained with that firm until
retirement. My mother, Margaret Jonas, was a stay at home mom.

Both completed grammar school, eight grades, nothing further. My father could fix or repair
just about anything, upholstery, build a garage or a room in the attic by himself with me as
a tool or asbestos pad holder. He had his first car in his late teens or early twenties and
could do major maintenance and repairs. When young he enjoyed hunting and fishing.

My father could play several musical instruments and liked to sing, but he was not a
particularly upbeat person. In mid-life he took up golf and bowling. Otherwise he had few
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interests and the only book | ever remember him reading was Gone With The Wind. He
had a good wit but was not overly sociable.

My mother was a good cook and home maker. She enjoyed newspapers and occasionally
a book. Her most striking quality was that everyone liked or loved her. She was a sweet
woman, caring woman. In earlier years they entertained friends and relatives with some
regularity. There was no cultural life, concerts or theater but they enjoyed cinema and
were enthusiastic Cub fans.

All four of my grandparents were born “in the old country.” My mother's father, Frank
Jonas, was born in 1858 at Bingen am Rhein, where the seductive river goddess Lorelei
came from. When his parents died in his teens he was cheated out of an inheritance,
probably fled from an orphanage, and came to the US in 1874. His second wife, my
grandmother, Bertha Kieselbach, was born near Koenigsberg, now Russian-held
Kaliningrad in East Prussia, in 1857. She probably arrived in the 1880's. He had six, she
three, children, the youngest of which was my mother.

My father's family came to the U.S. from the Austro-Hungarian Empire following a
migration from the Duchy of Lorraine. The Empress Maria Theresa attracted German as
well as French speaking Catholics from Lorraine, Alsace, Belgium and the Rhineland to
repopulate lands decimated in struggles against the Turks. My forbears were from Lorraine
close to Metz, France, and some were German and others were French speakers.

These migrants were settled in the rich Banat region east of Belgrade about 1770. My
grandparents reached the US in 1903 when my father was three.

The grandmothers were Hausfraus and both grandfathers were fancy iron workers in
Chicago. | like to imagine that they may have had a hand in creating the attractive iron
facade at the main entrance of the Carson Pires & Scott department store on State Street.
My parents met through their fathers.
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Q: How were religious values instilled?

ZACHARY: Three of my grandparents were raised as Catholics, as was my Father, but
my mother's mother had Protestant roots from Prussia. The church | went to was a branch
of Lutheranism. We were required to do two years of confirmation study and memorize
considerable parts of the Bible. | still remember much of the Sermon on the Mount, the
Nicene Creed, the Ten Commandments, etc. Several friends and | sang in the church
choir in our teens.

Not long after | drifted away from the Church. In my mid-twenties however | became
interested in Catholicism and attended masses and religious instruction classes in Boston
and Cambridge. When | went to France at that time | spent a week in a Benedictine
monastery. Although | considered conversion | never did. | have attended a Unitarian
church for the past fifteen years and consider myself an agnostic and a firm believer in the
golden rule.

Q: Are there some further thoughts on your childhood that you wish to share?

ZACHARY: Certainly. There was an occasional vacation at cabins in Michigan and
Wisconsin. | was never more than 150 miles from home until | was eighteen. That plus
the eye-opening hobby of stamp collecting probably whetted my appetite to see and learn
more about the world.

During my early years we lived in the inner city and, at different times, with both my
father's and mother's parents. These were working class neighborhoods, a bit on the
rough side for a small boy. However, the most traumatic event then was the death of my
eight-year old sister in 1929 of diphtheria, despite inoculation. Not long after, probably
instigated by my mother, we moved to the extreme northwest corner of Chicago to
neighborhoods named Norwood Park for a short while and then Edison Park. The nearby
suburb of Park Ridge bordered us on the west and Niles to the north. Norwood and Edison
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Parks were a 1930 version of suburbia, albeit within the city limits. In 1935 my sister Jean
was born. She and her three children now reside in North Carolina.

| prospered in the new neighborhoods. | applied myself some of the time and occasionally
received good grades in school. My childhood sport was sandlot softball. The biggest
impact however was joining the Boy Scouts at twelve. | found scouting exciting, worked
hard at it, and became an Eagle at fourteen, the youngest member of the troop to earn the
Eagle badge. | earned money for summer camp, became a patrol leader and led bird hikes
at camp, requiring me to get up at ungodly hours.

Q: What other influences played a big role in your development?

ZACHARY: In addition to helping my parents | began to work outside the house. The
depression was in full swing in the mid-1930's and having odd jobs was the natural thing
to do. Beginning at age eleven or twelve | worked as a stocker and bagger at the Jewel
Tea Company and sold newspapers at the main intersection of Edison Park. | worked
four summers as a caddy, beginning at age twelve or thirteen, at a private golf club, Tam
O'Shanter, starting at ninety cents for eighteen holes, which took three to four hours.

| received little guidance from my parents. | was never encouraged to read, | grew up just
like Topsy. Peer approval and example were most important. The only teacher who stands
out throughout my school years was a speech teacher who picked me to play a lead in a
play in my senior year at high school. She made me feel special.

In my mid teens | kept active with scouting, school, odd jobs, softball, bowling. | engaged
regularly in body building - weightlifting for about two years. At 17 | discovered a love of
jazz that has stayed with me all of my life. It was at the famous Downbeat Room in the
Chicago Loop that | heard Lionel Hampton play and | realized how much | felt and loved
jazz. It still fills me with energy and optimism.
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Q: Before we move on let's see if there are any more details of your early life you might
want to cover.

ZACHARY: | mentioned stamp collecting starting at 11 and never having traveled more
than 150 miles from home and wondering if | would ever see other places - New York,
Europe, Mexico. At that time the Chicago Daily News had one of the best foreign service
networks in the country. | remember the photos depicting the rape of Nanking and Hitler
marching into the Rhineland. And photos from Abyssinia and Haile Selassie before the
League of Nations. | found the wide world beyond Chicago totally fascinating.

Q: What did you do after graduating from high school?

ZACHARY: | graduated in June 1941. My high school record was unexceptional. | did have
the lead in a play and | ran, unsuccessfully, for office in my senior year. | enjoyed speech
class and some of the reading assignments in English but I finished in the third quarter in a
class of 250.

The day after graduation | went to work for the Raymond Pulverizer Division of
Combustion Engineering as an office boy, file clerk, messenger, switchboard operator and
the boss's gopher. | earned twenty dollars a week and gave half to my parents.

Two remembrances stand out: listening intently to President Franklin Roosevelt's words
on December 8, 1941, that December 7 was “a day that will live in infamy” in the large
draftsmen's room with twenty or so bosses and employees. Another was the ribbing |
frequently took from the draftsmen about my total inexperience in the ways of romance.

Six weeks after the Japanese attack four of us from Edison Park decided to go to
California to work in one of the war plants. We drove two cars for a car dealer, paying only
for the gas. A couple of miles outside of Artesia, New Mexico, my friend Al, a reckless
driver, rolled over our car on a rainy day. | was thrown clear of the car and had only minor
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injuries. The car was 'totaled' but we managed to limp our way to L.A. A close call, but |
guess | had good karma.

My first job was scraping blackout paint off the windows at the Los Angeles Airport for
fifty cents an hour. Los Angeles was gripped with fear that Japanese forces were close
and about to attack the city. | was almost hit by a car moving without highlights during
the nightly blackout. | then found work at NBC Studios at Sunset and Vine in Hollywood
where, wearing a navy blue uniform with white staff braid, | ushered people into the
radio shows to watch live radio broadcasts. Shows such as the Bing Crosby show, a
popular program at the time. Since there were always guest performers | saw many of
the Hollywood stars up close; Lucille Ball, Betty Grable, Red Skelton, Clark Gable, Victor
Borge, Edgar Bergen, etc.

While doing this | took a night course in riveting and sheet metal assembly and qualified
for work at Lockheed Aircraft. With a partner we riveted the fuselage onto a frame
behind the cockpit. It took four hours to complete one aircraft, an improved version of the
Lockheed Hudson bomber called the Vega Ventura. They were, | believe, for the British.
My pay on the swing shift was more than double that at NBC.

In August 1942 | hitchhiked back home and was accepted at Northwestern University.
While in California a successful young radio comedy writer befriended me and helped
me find work at NBC studios. When he urged me to return to Chicago and start college
| thought of a junior college in the city. | didn't think my high school grades gave me a
chance but he pressed me to apply at Northwestern University and | did successfully.

| believe he had more impact on my future that any of my earlier teachers. Later, at
Northwestern two history professors, Leland Carlson and Raymond Billington, gave
outstanding lectures, the first on world and the second on American history. From then
on | was hooked on history as a subject worthy of serious attention. After a few weeks |
qualified for the Naval ROTC program at Northwestern. In July 1943 we were placed on
active duty but continued our studies. | received a BS degree in History in February 1945.

Interview with Daniel Zachary http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001303



Library of Congress

Q: You continued in the Navy at that time?

ZACHARY: Yes, | was commissioned as an Ensign at graduation. | then received about
four weeks training in tactical radar. | joined my ship, a destroyer escort, at Pearl Harbor
and served as the ship's radar officer. Our ship provided anti-submarine escort for troop
and cargo ships between Eniwetok in the Marshalls and Ulithi in the Marianas. This duty
was largely uneventful although on a few occasions we dropped depth charges and
probably killed a lot of fish. A sister ship in one convoy that we were part of sighted a
periscope. | recall that we were on picket station near Eniwetok when we learned that a
powerful '‘atomic’' bomb had been dropped on Japan.

The most interesting duty was when our ship and two other ships in the squadron took
part in the Japanese surrender on Wake Island. The three ships took on board a Marine
general, a language officer, port director, etc. Wake became famous in December 1941
when it beat off a Japanese attack for fifteen days. Before the end of 1942 Hollywood
produced a good film about the Marine garrison's resistance.

At Wake | observed Japanese troops and defenses at close hand. We had a flag-raising
ceremony with the Marine general officiating. The “Japs” were all lined up and the tallest
sailors from the three ships served as our honor guard. | finished my naval service with a
seven-month stint at Pearl Harbor.

Q: What did you do after your discharge from the Navy?

ZACHARY: | applied to the graduate school at Harvard and was accepted. | studied
European History during that time from 1946 until April 1949 when | passed the oral exams
for the Ph.D. The fields | offered were European intellectual history, Russian History,
European medieval history and French and English history since the Renaissance. So |
have an ABT degree, “All But Thesis.”
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| then left for France with the intent of writing my thesis on the role the French Catholic
Church played during the resistance in World War Il. | didn't get very far: instead | studied
French intensively and then took a course in modern French literature at the Sorbonne.
The year-long course, with a hundred-long book reading list, began with Verlaine and
Mallarme right up to Camus and Sartre. | also began writing short stories and essays.

But | was already thinking seriously about the Foreign Service. | remember walking into
Embassy Paris on July 1, 1950. | informed the receptionist that | wanted to take the exam.
She told me the application had to be submitted the day before, on June 30. A day late.

Q: | believe you were married in Paris?

ZACHARY: Yes, | was married in July, 1950 in Paris to Carol Wenzel from Denver. After
graduating from the University of Colorado she came to Cambridge and worked in the
Psychology Department at Harvard. We had dated a few times at Cambridge and we kept
up a correspondence. Carol came to Paris in late 1949. We were married at the American
Church in Paris the day after the French civil ceremony. She walked into the Embassy one
day and was hired for work with the Marshall Plan in Paris.

Q: What happened between that time and your joining the Foreign Service?

ZACHARY: After six months we decided to return to the States. After a month or so we
came to Washington. Carol was rehired by the US aid administration and | found work at
the US Army Library in the Pentagon reviewing books and articles for an Army publication.
In September 1951 | took the Foreign Service written exams. The same month | was hired
by CIA. | spent two or three months in the “Pool” awaiting clearance. | then worked in the
Biographic Section of the agency on the overt side. We wrote biographic sketches on
important foreign leaders and developed files on them. This lasted until August 1952 when
| began the A-100 Foreign Service orientation class.
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After | mentioned several times my short stint with the CIA, | realized that some doubters
were convinced that | was still connected with that agency. After that | avoided mentioning
this - it made things much easier. | believe that all 32 members of the A-100 class were
true-blue FSO's, not embedded CIA types, as is the case today.

Q: What was the exam like then?

ZACHARY: Back in the States | did submit my application on time and took the exam in
one of those unsightly temporary buildings from WW | that despoiled the Mall.

The examination process then worked as follows: There was an annual written exam,

the same as today except that it lasted for four days. There were essay questions on
economics, history and American culture and the answers were written in long hand, no
lap tops then. There was reading interpretation and vocabulary testing. Multiple choice
questions such as matching great lovers, i.e., Anthony and Cleopatra and then lovers
actress Rita Hayworth and the playboy Ali Kahn. There was an essay question about a
US businessman wanting to exploit rubber plants in Asia but the natives attached religious
significance to the trees. What do you advise the Department? The fourth day, | remember
was optional; you could earn extra points by taking language tests. | tried my hand at both
French and German.

| remember Saturday, December 8, 1951, | received a billet doux in a “US Department

of State” envelope. | had passed! | remember that weekend particularly well because the
next day, Sunday, December 9, my daughter, Pamela was born at Washington Hospital for
Women near Foggy Bottom.

I might not have made the cut had | not received extra points for military service. But then,
most of the guys in my class received the same bonus, some 30 out of 32.

Q: What do you recall of your oral exam?
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ZACHARY: Because of the attacks on the Department by Senator Joseph McCarthy
for Communist leanings and morals issues, State had cancelled the Foreign Service
exams the previous year. Further, with the Korean War raging the need for new officers
increased. | soon received notice to take the oral exam and did so in early May 1952.
When my orientation class began on August 1 it was the first junior officer class in 20
months. So the whole process took less than twelve months and another class was
underway six weeks after ours.

From notes | took the next day, there were five examiners for the exam, three FSO's
(Minister Drew, Cochrane and Hicks) and an official from the Department of Agriculture.
This was before the creation of the Foreign Agricultural Service and State had

the responsibility for agricultural reporting. The fifth person was an executive from
Westinghouse Electric.

| shook hands with all and the Chairman asked me about my background and also my
wife's. Without a pause he asked the first question: “What are the Alabama Claims?” Piece
of cake. When asked a question about Aaron Burr | said that he was a friend of Alexander
Hamilton's but they later “became estranged.” The questioner was silent for a second and
then added, “He killed Alexander Hamilton.” | knew that but...

The ash tray was placed a distance from me on a large conference table. | thought about it
for a while and then got up, took it, and Iit a cigarette.

There were questions about pending Foreign Service legislation about which | knew
nothing. | was asked about the Arab question, Germany, and New York Times journalists.
| think | did OK on most of these. And why the union between Norway and Sweden had
been dissolved by Norway. | didn't know but the examiner, who had served in Norway,
said that the Norwegians were upset because all diplomatic positions were held by
Swedes.
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| was asked if | drank too much. The man from Westinghouse asked me to tell a joke. | told
one about a 'pushy' member of a minority that was well received as far as | could tell. Such
a joke would now be most incorrect politically.

| returned to the reception area and thought about how many times | had said “I don't
know.” Then, after waiting a while the Chairman called me into his office and told me the
good news. It felt wonderful. That night my wife and | celebrated at the Shorham Hotel at
Connecticut and Calvert with another couple. The ever popular comedian Mark Russell
was performing that evening. One routine was songs he had written that bombed, such as
“Stop The Beguine,” “Tea for Three,” and “Hey there, you with your tie in your fly.”

Q: What was your introduction into the Foreign Service?

ZACHARY: The Department already had at that time the three-month orientation course. It
consisted essentially of a review of the Department's operations, including the activities of
the Departments of Agriculture and Commerce. We learned how the Department operated.
We traveled to New York to learn about Merchant Marine activities, to Beltsville, Maryland,
to learn about agricultural issues. We also studied information and cultural issues since
USIA did not exist then. Five in my class were assigned to USIA positions abroad. The
course was a fairly thorough grounding on State operations and on substantive foreign
policy issues.

| found the group by and large impressive, smart and not too academic. Ages ran from 21
to 30 with the average age 26. Six or seven were lawyers and a number, such as myself,
had Master's degrees. | was already married but most were still single.

But we were 32 white men. A class begun six weeks after ours had two women. There
were no minorities. Two groups in my class probably represented at that time a liberal
broadening of the American diplomatic corps: First, there were six or seven of Jewish
heritage. Second, a number of candidates were from west of the Alleghenies instead
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of being heavily loaded with Ivy League entrants. | remember the impressive, old
establishment-sounding names of FSO's at the time, such as Outerbridge Horsey lll,
Reginald Bragonier and E.G. Trueblood. The service was changing, but slowly.

My A-100 class was not remarkable for producing any water walkers. We collected
just four ambassadorships by three class members - all in sub-Saharan Africa. But we
subsequently could lay claim, first, to a presidential candidate, John Anderson, and,
second, to a convicted murderer. That definitely made us unique.

Q: So you felt you had a pretty good introduction to the Foreign Service?

ZACHARY: Yes, | thought it was a good orientation. The course was well managed. We
enjoyed ourselves and learned a lot. | remember one book our instructor recommended
for additional reading. It was William Beaulac's reminiscences of his Foreign Service
career. He recounts efforts by our mission in Madrid, where he was a senior officer, | don't
remember which slot he had, to prevent the pro-Fascist Franco regime from supplying
quicksilver or mercury to the German war machine. The initiatives were successful and

he speculated that this successful effort was equivalent to the contribution of two army
divisions in defeating the German war effort.

But the incident in his memoir that impressed me the most was his recounting of a crisis in
Havana of the 1930's. There were two political factions at sword's point, literally, disputing
an election. They faced each other in the lobby of a Havana hotel with weapons ready

to blaze away. Beaulac, as charge or ambassador, | don't remember which, arrived and
immediately strode between the two groups. He then proceeded to calm the situation
down and reach some kind of accommodation. What | took away from that encounter was
that an FSO must be willing to disregard his own safety in pursuit of his country's interests.
During my career | recalled Beaulac's action and was comfortable with the thought that
what must be done must be done. Fortunately | never had to throw my body between two
heavily armed adversaries.
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Q: In your days, of course, people entered the Foreign Service as a career devoting the
next thirty years to it.

ZACHARY: Very definitely. People joined for the long haul and many stayed for a full
career. We did lose about five officers in the first year or so. There was a Harvard lawyer
who wanted to go to one of the major posts in Latin America, Rio or BA. He was assigned
to Paraguay, one of the real hardship posts in Latin America, and | believe his wife was in
shock. They lasted about eight or nine months and now live in Mexico City. Otherwise, |
noticed that the ones that did leave within a year or two had unhappy wives. | was with one
such classmate at my first post in Munich. The wife of the officer was extremely unhappy
about being overseas and away from her family. That seemed to be a major factor. They
hadn't considered the wife's interests in a Foreign Service career.

Q: What was notable about your first tour, in Munich from 1952 to 19557

ZACHARY: Upon completion of the A-100 course a number of us were assigned to West
Germany, about eight in all. We were all sent to Bonn where our assignments were made
to specific posts. Our mission operated at that time under a High Commissioner rather
than an Ambassador. | was assigned to Munich, where the bulk of US forces were located,
with two other class members. During our week of orientation in Bonn we met the already
famous George Kennan and, the following week in Munich at a small reception at the
Consul General's residence, we met distinguished author Thornton Wilder. It was an
exciting introduction into the Foreign Service.

| did the standard first-tour consular duty, issued immigrant visas and visitors' visas,
passports and notarials. | was a welfare and protection officer for much of the time.
Because of Senator Joe McCarthy's witch hunt we lost a boss and | was in charge of the
American interests section — passports, notarials, welfare and protection — for about
six months. A nice job for a first-tour officer. Then | stayed in that section for more than a
year. It was a very good introduction into the Foreign Service. Of course, Munich was a
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big consular operation. We had the major part of the U.S. forces in Europe in and around
Munich. Lots of birth reports and marriages. Also the Refugee Relief Act started while |
was there. What | did get in Munich was a very good tour-de-horizon in consular work.

Q: Did you get a feel for the rest of the Consulate's work? Did you get to know the Consul
General?

ZACHARY: Yes. We were a fairly close knit group. | knew the political and economic
officers well and we did have contact with the Consul General. | did learn what a consulate
was like. | arrived in Munich in November 1952, the day after Eisenhower won the election.
Munich still showed the effects of World War II: the famous Kriegsmuseum was badly
damaged, but the three main towers were intact, a dramatic sight to see. Nearby, the
famous museum, Pinakothek, was an American officers club, where we frequently went.
American forces, bases, hospitals were much in evidence. But the city was also reviving;
the famous Vierjahreszeit restaurant had been reopened under its famous chef, Walter
Spiel, die Englishcher Garten and the most famous church, Der Alte Peter, with its onion
dome were back in operation.

At first, | was put on the immigrant visa line. The tough McCarran Act had just become
law. We processed eligible Germans, including many German women newly wed to Gl's.

| asked one slight, blonde German women of twenty or so if she knew what life would be
like in the US married to a black man. She looked diffidently at me and replied “I love him.”
| never asked that question again. It was a delight to speak German much of the workday.

And one acquired some of his best Foreign Service stories from consular work. Like the
time | called for Herr and Frau Schmidt for their immigrant visa interview. Mr. Schmidt
appeared, looked at me, and then rushed directly into the ladies washroom opposite my
office to find her. He wasn't going to miss his chance to get to the States, no way. Another
time | asked an elderly woman to raise her right hand to begin her visa interview and she
gave me a Nazi salute. Or the time a seventy-year old one-time American actress died.
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When we wired the next-of-kin for money the reply stated to look in her corset for $1000
she normally kept hidden. We checked and no luck, then we found a second corset. Still
no luck. Then a third one was found in her effects containing not $1000 but $2200.

As | mentioned, much of my three-year tour in Munich was spent in the Passport Section
doing, passport renewals and replacements, notarials, depositions and reports of birth.
We dealt with a diverse assortment of refugees from Eastern Europe, American drifters,
businessmen, counts, duchesses, etc. What with the large presence of US forces in
Bavaria we were a section of three FSO's, two American secretaries and eight or nine
FSN's. When doing reports of birth the sergeant or captain father of the infant would ask
me if his son could become president given the fact he had not been born on US soil. |
interpreted constitutional law for them by observing them that US citizenship is acquired
by virtue of birth on US soil (jus terris) and also through American parents (jus sangus)
and their little eight-pound joy, by virtue of jus sangus, was already an American. They of
course were pleased with my interpretation and walked out of my office with smiles.

My time in Munich were marred by the stain of McCarthyism. John Foster Dulles soon
took over as Secretary of State in 1953. He fought to save the nomination of Chip Bohlen
as Ambassador to Moscow after Senator McCarthy launched a scurrilous attack against
him. Bohlen was saved but Dulles said he would never again waste any more political
capital defending another FSO. Not long after that the witch hunters, led by McCarthy,
were after our Consul General, Charles Thayer. After graduating from West Point in the
early 1930's Thayer went to Moscow on his own and began learning Russian. Many West
Point graduates did not receive commissions then for budgetary reasons. Since he was
an excellent horseman a Major George S. Patton offered to help him receive active duty
orders if he would come to Fort Leavenworth and play polo on Patton's team! Thayer went
to Moscow instead.

When FDR recognized the Soviet Union he was hired by the Embassy and, along with
Kennan and Bohlen, became one of the top Soviet experts in the Service. He was an
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influential as liaison with the Soviet government and the Soviet Army during the war and
wrote a hilarious book, Bears in the Caviar describing his experiences with the Soviets,
such as teaching the Red Army polo.

The rumor was that Thayer had had an affair in Moscow with a ballerina during his
bachelor days and, with McCarthyism rampant, he was pressured to resign. At his farewell
party he uttered some bitter words about Senator Hickenlooper of lowa. The Senator had
been in Munich the previous year and accused the “left-wingers” in the Foreign Service

of losing Czechoslovakia to the Communists. Thayer, a bit tipsy, said something that in
lowa you can hunt deer for six weeks in the Fall and pheasant for one month in October
but that the open season on foreign service officers was twelve months a year. It was a
bitter moment for a capable officer.

In 1953, Cohn and Schine, sidekicks of McCarthy, came to Munich. Their mission was to
inspect USIS and the Amerika Haus libraries for subversive material and purge them of
such authors as the likes of Jack London, John Steinbeck, Theodore Dreiser and other
such 'left leaning' American authors.

In 1953 as well a top gun of Senator McCarthy came to Munich, Scottie McCloud. He had
become head of State security with the new administration. He was a career FBI agent
and close to McCarthy. We were required to attend a briefing by him where he used both
honey and vinegar to get his message across. | raised my hand, stood up and asked
whether they were finding any evidence of State personnel with Communist leanings

and what proof did they have in making such accusations. | received a civil reply from
McCloud but other officers at the post were impressed by the “provocative” question and
congratulated me for asking it.

At this time, 1953 and 1954, several officers began receiving orders to return to
Washington for “consultations” long before their scheduled end of tour. There were five
such occasions that | remember. One was my boss, the head of the Passport, Welfare
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and Protection Section. We later learned that he resigned and never heard the full story.
He was a devout Catholic and later married. It seems doubtful that he had any strong
leftist leanings. His sudden departure allowed me to become chief of section for about six
months until a new boss, an ex-FBI agent, arrived at the post.

Other events that made Munich a unique post were Fasching, the Bavarian Mardi Gras
celebrations, the Oktoberfest and the Hofbrauhaus; the 'foen' - a sudden, sharp rise in
temperature during the winter months which our fine German employees found enervating
and took sick leave. There was also a visit to the nearby, notorious concentration camp of
Dachau, trips to Vienna, learning to ski in the Alps and the lovely Bavarian countryside.

One trip to give some speeches on US policy took me to Passau and Hof am Saale right at
the Iron Curtain. On the Communist side were watch towers, areas cleared of woodlands,
barbed wire fences, a town cut in two by the Iron Curtain. There one could read a sign
directed westward in German that said “We are protecting our workers and farmers from
spies, saboteurs and traitors in order to build a strong socialistic society.”

Q: In 1955, you went to Copenhagen, were you stayed until 1957. What were your duties
there?

ZACHARY: | was an economic officer and also did some commercial work. At that point
we were trying to get the Danes interested in the American market. European nations,
such as Denmark, were still recovering from the dislocation of the war. | gave speeches
around the country telling the Danes how to enter the American market. | did general
economic reporting. A large part of my job was on East-West trade (COCOM work). The
Danes were somewhat reluctant participants in COCOM. They took a more liberal view
of what should be provided the Russians than we did. That part of the work was quite
interesting.

Q: How did you as a junior officer relate to the Danes on the COCOM issues?
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ZACHARY: The decisions on those issues were made in COCOM in Paris. Our job was
to provide information on what was going on, keep in contact with the Trade and Foreign
Office people and make demarches. My boss was usually the one to go to the Danish
Government offices to make the demarches. He would take me along and | would do write
the memoranda of those meetings. We would explain our positions and, at that time, we
were usually successful. The Danes were not happy, but generally went along with our
decisions which were based on very strict interpretations of COCOM regulations. The
Danes wanted to build some dry cargo boats but we thought that this would be unwise
because it would allow Soviet shipyards to build more combatant vessels. It would also
provide the Soviets with a product superior to what they could build themselves. Then
there were questions on illegal diversions on Danish ships or illegal transshipments
through Copenhagen.

Q: Did you have a network of informants to let you know about these diversions?

ZACHARY: No informants. CIA wasn't much help. They claimed to have more urgent

priorities than diversion cases. We did have our normal contacts in the shipping industry,
in commerce and in the Foreign and Commerce Ministries. We would approach them for
information. We did obtain useful information through our normal contacts and the press.

Q: When did you go to Stanford?

ZACHARY: | went to Stanford after Copenhagen. | had enjoyed the economic reporting
and | thought | would like economics. At that point, FSI received its first massive amount
of money. Congress had decided that there was a need for an expanded Foreign Service
Institute. | was assigned to Arabic language training in Beirut for two years. Somehow
the idea of going to school for two years did not appeal to me at that point. My DCM, Fritz
Jandrey, said: “They have got you. They have top priority on all personnel for studies
under this major expansion. What would you rather do?” | told him | preferred economics
and that is how | ended up in Stanford for a year.
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Q: Did you find the Stanford training helpful in later years?

ZACHARY: Definitely. It gave me a framework for economics work. It was down-to-earth,
basic economics, not econometrics. It was straight micro- and macroeconomics and
international trade, and was very useful.

Q: After Stanford, you were assigned to the Secretariat from 1958 to 1960. What were
your responsibilities?

ZACHARY: For over a year, | was the editor of the “Morning Summary.” We would
summarize for the Secretary the most important cables received from embassies

around the world. It had to be on Secretary Dulles' desk at 8 a.m. every morning. As
editor, | would arrive at the office about one-thirty or two in the morning and read all the
substantive cables. Then | would pick what | considered the most important ones and
would provide the Secretary a document of about five single-spaced pages. It would
include about ten items. Some ran as much as one page in length, if they were particularly
interesting. At about three o'clock, two junior officers would come in and actually write the
summaries of the cables | had selected. | would then edit their work and about five a.m.,

a typist would come in. We also assembled a book with cables and other messages that
had come in, for example, a special appeal from a Senator which deserved the Secretary's
immediate attention. But the key piece was the “Morning Summary.” At that point, | don't
think other agencies were as involved in providing the White House with that kind of
information. The “Morning Summary” did go to the White House and the Vice-President.
We then worked until eleven or twelve o'clock watching for UPI ticker items and listening to
the radio to see whether there was any breaking news of interest.

Q: Did the Secretary have some particular area of interest that you knew about and were
therefore careful to include cables on this subject in the “Morning Summary”? Or was it
essentially summaries of things that would be reported in the international media?
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ZACHARY: Both. The Secretary was involved with NATO problems and the crisis in
Quemoy and Matsu, islands off Taiwan. The Department was very much involved in those
problems as was the press. They required continual and immediate attention and were
usually the first or second article in the summary. Beyond the very hot items, one could
pick whatever he wanted. | enjoyed picking out things. Once | thought there was a good
think-piece on Arab attitudes toward Israel and the U.S. It came from Aden, a small post. |
put it as the first story because it was well-written. It dealt with the Arab world as a whole,
but | was criticized for the selection. Had | put it at the end, it probably would not have
drawn any fire.

| also remember our endless summarizing of traffic on the Cyprus issue. Some kind

of arrangement would be worked out with the Turkish Cypriots, the Greek Cypriots,
Ankara, Athens and London and then the whole thing would fall apart again. Back to the
drawing boards. It was a frustrating process. But then it dawned on me that while this was
going on there were no large-scale hostilities during these periods and eventually some
accommodation was arranged. | came to appreciate how frustratingly slow the wheels of
diplomacy turned. But my next thought was, 'So what?' During this time violence and death
were minimal. And | realized how decidedly more preferable that was to military action or
sectarian mayhem. For me the never ending Cyprus negotiations pointed up the virtue of
patient and brought to mind Talleyrand's advice: “Surtout pas trop de zele.”

Q: Did you complete your daily task and would then sit back to see what the New York
Times or the Washington Post carried? Did you feel let down if they didn't carry the same
leads as you did?

ZACHARY: Sometimes. | worried more about my boss' reaction, particularly about typing
errors. They were obsessed with typos. Sometimes, | would go for two weeks without a
typo. | learned how to proofread. They were upset if there were such errors. If you made
three, the boss would haul you in and talk things over with you. If you found that the Times
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or the Post featured a story that you had not included in the summary, you would wonder
whether you had made the right choice. But that didn't happen too often.

Q: Someone has told me that the Secretariat concentrated on the size of the margin on
memoranda and on typos, even though there were senior officers who didn't care about
that. They just wanted to have the information. Why is the Secretariat so particular on
format? Is this endemic to the Foreign Service?

ZACHARY: | think the Foreign Service tends to worry about that a lot, perhaps a bit too
much. | tend to be less concerned about what it looks like: the important thing is what it
says. The last nine months of my service in the Secretariat were spent on the “line,” as it
was called. There you shoveled memoranda from the bureaus to the Secretary and the
Deputy Secretary. There as well was great insistence on accuracy and on an attractive-
looking memoranda. The paper had to be “just right.” The Secretary may not care. It is the
head of the Secretariat, the people in his immediate office or the number one assistant
to the Secretary, who was Jerry Green in my days, who got all aflutter. It made them look
sloppy if things weren't exactly right. We would catch hell, of course, because they were
responsible to insure the document's accuracy and appearance. At the same time, we
had to look at the substance as well and return the document to the bureau if there were
problems.

Q: Your main area of concentration during your career was Greece. How did you end up in
that area of specialization?

ZACHARY: In the mid-1950's the Department realized it had to do more to improve the
language and area skills of the officer corps. The goal was to require every officer to learn
a 'hard' language. This was inspired by the Wriston Reforms of the mid-1950's. Since my
academic background was history, especially European history, the Mediterranean area
appealed to me. | had never been to Greece and had no Greek ancestry. The only Greeks
| knew growing up was the owner the only hamburger eatery in Edison Park and one of his

Interview with Daniel Zachary http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001303



Library of Congress

daughters was a grammar school classmate. The idea of serving in Greece appealed to
me.

Q: Describe your FSI experience studying Greek.

ZACHARY: It was a pleasant experience. The instructors, Takis and Aliki Sapountzis, were
terrific motivators and maintained a pleasant atmosphere. | remember commuting every
morning with Walter Jenkins who was studying Polish. He dreaded going in and suffered
mightily. We did a lot of memory work in Greek class and Takis and Aliki always gave

the impression that we were progressing at a rapid pace. Once, early on, after | gave a
seven or eight-minute presentation of Napoleon's victory at Austerlitz. | was aware that he
enjoyed military history. After | finished he slammed a book on the table and said loudly,
“Never after seven weeks have | heard such fluent Greek!” Yes, he was a good motivator
rather than one to deliver an honest critique.

On Wednesday afternoons we'd go over to INR and spend some hours with Charlie
Lagoudakis, the Greek analyst at INR. At that time many of the analysts had been born
in their country of specialization. They were both pleasant and knowledgeable and

were respected by the desk officers. Charlie would give us work assignments involving
policy issues from classified messages. | analyzed the complicated Greek election laws
that produced two large parties in parliament rather than a host of smaller ones. That
exercise was useful later when | did political reporting. He showed us traffic dealing

with Ambassador Briggs' campaign to reduce the size of the Embassy staff. The Army
attach#'s staff alone had 25 persons and that did not include the other services or the US
military aid mission. | believe that his efforts pretty much came to naught.

Q: Greek is one of our mother languages and we have many grammatical forms from it. Is
it really a hard language?

ZACHARY: Yes. Let me explain. A language as old as Greek has several versions. The
legal Greek today resembles ancient Greek. Then there is, for example, the demotic form,
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the Greek of fishermen and peasants who were cut off from their culture during Ottoman
rule. With independence in 1832 Greek scholars in Paris introduced katherevousa, a
cleaned up form of ancient Greek which the uneducated Greeks had and still have great
trouble with. To speak katherevousa well you really needed a high school education
which many Greeks did not have until recently. In 1976 Prime Minister Karamanlis won
agreement to make kathomilomeni (the 'mixed' pure language and also called 'official
demotic’) the accepted language. It is a mixture of the various forms which an educated
Greek speaks easily and is understood by almost all Greeks. So it has been simplified but
still remains many layered.

To answer your question we had to learn two and sometimes three forms of verbs,
adjectives and nouns. With so many declensions it resembles German but German has
only one version for each form of speech.

Q: After completing ten months of language training were you then assigned to Greece?

ZACHARY: Yes | was assigned to the Economic Section in Athens. It was a combined
Economic Section/AID section and the chief at that time was from AID. There were still a
number of residual AID matters because we had not wrapped up details from the massive
aid programs that began with the Marshall Plan to Greece in 1947. | did general economic
reporting. We were determined to keep Greece in the win column in those Cold War days.
We had helped the Greeks defeat Communist forces in the 1946-1949 civil war. We then
followed it up with massive economic aid. When | arrived in 1961 Greece was in a period
of rapid development and the term “Greek economic miracle” was being tossed around.
Regarding my Greek training, | found my Greek quite useful in dealing with Greek officials,
socially and on field trips.

My job involved following industrial progress and efforts to make Greece an associate
member of the Common Market, which soon happened. We pushed the Greeks to develop
their tourist industry, there were precious few hotels anywhere in Greece except Athens.
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We spent a lot of time dealing with American firms interested in establishing operations in
Greece. It was a happy time for the Greek economy with monetary stability, rapid growth
of industry and infrastructure. The Greeks, with considerable help and encouragement
from us, were on a roll. The “Greek miracle” was underway.

Q: Are there any occurrences that stand out in your memory?

ZACHARY: Yes. A week after arriving in Athens the DCM, Tapley Bennett, dropped by my
office and with his southern drawl, said something like, “Dan, since you speak Greek so
fluently (sic) | want you to be the Embassy observer at a murder trial.” The real reason was
that the Consular Section was depleted that summer due to transfers and home leave.

For me, however, it was a fascinating introduction into the Greek world. Roger Ranney,
a twenty something drifter from Texas and other places, was accused of murdering

two Greek seamen. He had gone on a three or four boat-day trip and the two Greeks
were never seen again. There were no weapons, no bodies, no convincing motives. He
was nevertheless convicted and given the double death penalty. The courtroom scene
had wailing older Greek women all in black, hysterical attorneys nose to nose with the
prosecutor and criminal law very different from our own.

| was involved in this case for a number of years, visiting Ranney in prison at a nearby
island a number of times. A year after the trial we played an important role in having

the death penalty commuted to life. During my second tour to Athens during the Junta
years, 1969-1973, Stu, you will recall, that you and | pushed to gain Ranney's pardon.

The colonels were trying to 'make nice' to us. Ambassador Tasca reluctantly consented
(he didn't want to press the Greeks on such a minor issue) and you, Stu, and | made a

call on the Minister of Justice and others. Some recommendations were made to carry

out the pardon but it was ultimately denied. | always felt that Ranney would not have been
convicted in a US court for lack of evidence. | believe he died in a Greek prison while in his
fifties.
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Q: How long did you remain in the Economic Section in Athens?

ZACHARY: Not very long, just a little over one year. The position of political officer

and deputy principal officer opened up in Thessaloniki and | was assigned there in the
Fall of 1962. | couldn't have been happier: it was a very good job in a medium-sized
consulate general, with nine or ten official Americans and thirty or so FSNs. It was a city
| found attractive and bristling with energy and also crammed with history, i.e., Philip and
Alexander, the second city of Byzantium, a long Ottoman period, a very important city for
the Jewish world and now the second city of Greece with well over a million inhabitants.

| enjoyed dealing with local officials, nomarchs (prefects), the cultural and intellectual elite,
visiting Turkish areas left in place in Greek Thrace after the population exchanges of the
1920's as well as the Slav speakers in Western Macedonia. And we could use our Greek
much more than in Athens.

We reported fully on the events that produced a major shift in Greek political power
starting in 1963. After almost two decades of conservative governments, belt-tightening
policies, the 1946-1949 civil war with political prisoners still under detention, the Greeks
were eager for more openness and for more of the good life. At that time constituent

posts could report independently to Washington by-passing the Embassy. Then, at a
Thessaloniki street corner, an independent leftist deputy, Lambrakis, was run down and
killed by right-wing goons connected with the Greek intelligence services. Everyone
immediately assumed it was the work of the government. This attack started a shift against
the Karamanlis government. The French movie “Z” by Costa Gavras and starring Yves
Montand was based on this incident.

Q: The importance of constituent posts is largely played down and a huge number of
consulates that existed when we joined the Foreign Service no longer exist. What was the
importance of Thessaloniki at that time?
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ZACHARY: Well, we still had the Cold War going on. We were less than ninety minutes
from the Iron Curtain, Bulgaria, and a couple of hours from Tito's Yugoslavia and bordering
as well on Albania, an ally of the Chinese Communists at the time. We had four units of
the US Army attached to Greek artillery units able to deny Soviet entry into Greece with
nuclear weapons.

We also supported two institutions that spread an enormous amount of good will toward
the US. They are Anatolia College and the American Farm School, both founded over

a century ago by American missionaries. We used what clout we had to keep the GOG
from restricting the efforts of these two schools to move Greek education forward. This
required convincing the ambassador of the need to intercede when necessary to keep the
government from restricting the schools' legal status and forward looking curriculum.

Further, at the time American firms began setting up operations in Thessaloniki; Chrysler,
Esso-Pappas (now EXXON-Mobil), Ethyl, Goodrich and others. Chrysler, for example
started to develop and produce a new jeep-type vehicle. Esso-Pappas began a huge
refinery complex during those years. And as | mentioned we did some very good reporting
about developments in the north. At that time, northern Greece had a larger share of US
private investment than Attica. In later years during the fighting in Kosovo, Bosnia and the
breakup of Albania, the post continued to play a big role and it continues to do so.

Q: Do | hear a plus for constituent posts?

ZACHARY: Indeed, you do. | believe that cutting out an officer or two from a swollen
Embassy political or economic section would be a better way to make economies.

Q: What was the situation in Greece during the period from 1961 to 19657

ZACHARY: These were the last years of Karamanlis, the conservative party leader, for
a decade. One most interesting things that happened to me during my year in Athens
was meeting Andreas Papandreou. One of my Stanford professors during my 1957-1958
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training assignment had been a colleague of his and was spending a year in Athens

at the new economic research center. He invited me to have dinner with Papandreou

with our wives. So there were just six of us. Five days before the dinner there had been
elections — October 1961. Papandreou's father, George, accused the government of “Via
ke Nothia” (violence and fraud), that is, of stuffing the ballot boxes and worse. Indeed there
had been more than the usual hanky-panky and CIA was justly attacked for having been
involved. George rode to victory two years later on this slogan, “violence and fraud.” So
five days after the elections that George might have won, we attended this dinner. We
discussed economics for twenty to thirty minutes before dinner, while the ladies were
talking to each other. At the dinner table, Andreas started to talk about the elections.
Although he had been brought back to Greece by no less than the conservative Prime
Minister Karamanlis himself to set up the country's first economic research center after
twenty years in the United States, he quickly became absorbed in Greek politics and was
already a completely political animal. Of course, his father was the leader of the opposition
party at that time. It was clear that his heart was in politics and not in economics. He
discoursed for three or four hours until midnight mostly holding forth about the violence,
the fraud that had been perpetuated. It was fascinating. | thought that this man was
incredibly powerful and passionate but also a fanatic or zealot. He was convincing. He was
speaking on behalf of democracy or so it seemed. Not that | was converted by any means,
but it was an eye opening experience to be with such a political animal.

Q: Did you get a feel for his attitude toward the United States?

ZACHARY: | don't think he harbored any hatred of the U.S. but he accused us of
dominating Greek political life, a theme that he developed further later on. He blamed the
CIA particularly. We had more or less perverted Greek history by not allowing democratic
forces to develop freely, starting with the civil war and followed by the periods during which
the right undemocratically dominated the Greek political scene. There was, for example,
Ambassador Puerifoy in the early 1950's who vigorously played the role of American
proconsul. He kind of muffled his attacks on the U.S that evening, but he made it clear that
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the U.S. was a partner to this fraud. It may have been that he hadn't reached the point to
make an outright attack on the U.S.

Q: What was his attitude towards the extreme left — the Communists who were illegal at
that time?

ZACHARY: He did not seem particularly sympathetic toward them at that point He still
uses the Communists as a whipping boy, but certainly he is not all that critical of them. His
father was kind of a traditional bourgeois politician who was left of center in the political
spectrum.. His party was called “Liberal” and became the “Center Union” made up mainly
of middle-class — the same kind of people who were in the Conservative party, but with

a slightly different view of the system and of democracy. You could compare George's
party with our Democratic Party while Andreas' party is a socialist one. But in 1961, he
pretty much stayed in line politically with his father's center-liberal thinking. No one really
defended or supported the Communists in those days. One had no reason to be too
concerned since it traditionally won no more than ten to twelve percent of the votes. These
people were members of a crypto-communist party, EDA, since Communists did not
become a legal party until 1974 or 1975.

Q: You were in the Embassy during 1961-1962 when Ellis Briggs was Ambassador. How
did he run the Embassy? What was his view of the Greek political scene?

ZACHARY: He was an old fashioned autocrat and rather gruff, blunta very senior diplomat
and very sure of himself. He found the Greeks a little hard to stomach with their total
changeability and unsteadiness of course. They were constantly changing positions when
you were dealing with them. | don't remember all that much of the Ambassador's relations
with the Greeks. We at that time felt that we should do our best to keep Greece on the
conservative track. We tacitly supported the Conservative Party. Karamanlis was our
man. King Paul had picked him from the middle level of the conservative party rather than
offer the position to one of the older party leaders. He first became Prime Minister in the
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early 1950s, and we felt that he was a good choice. A change in leadership could result,
we felt, in Greece returning to a squabbling coalition-type politics with a much weaker
central government. We were in control in the late 1940s and early 1950s because of the
civil war — General Van Fleet was directing military operations. Then we gave massive
economic aid. We were so concerned with incompetence in the Greek ministries that we
put our own people in them. We literally ran the ministries to a great extent whenever

it involved our funds. In 1961, we were just getting out of this frame of mind — the pro-
consular role — that had governed our thinking well into the 1950s. | think this attitude still
prevailed somewhat when | was there. Karamanlis, however, was getting more and more
independent minded. He kept us at bay, but he was making basically good decisions as far
as we could see. We had a shocker in 1958 when the leftists received the second largest
vote. In Greece, the first and second parties in an election receive extra vote distribution
based on their support. The center parties had split apart and the crypto-communists, the
EDA, received the second highest vote total. They ended up with 25 percent of the seats
in Parliament. This created great concern.

Q: There are countries that are known from the American point of view as “AlD countries”
where aid has predominance in contrast to others where everything revolves around the
American military presence. Some countries are known as “CIA countries” where CIA has
an inordinate influence within the host government — not necessarily covert influence, but
just the right contacts. Greece was one of those countries. Was that your impression when
you were there in the early 1960s?

ZACHARY: Yes, that was certainly the feeling that | and other Foreign Service officers
had, although in the late forties and early fifties, AID officials wielded considerable
influence. Certainly the military was influential as well as State since we were so involved
in high-level dealings with the Government. But CIA seemed to run away with the prize,
at least at that time. They had the contacts and they were involved in the organization

of the Greek intelligence services. Generally, they used a lot of Greek-Americans who
developed life-long relationships with some of the Greek officials. They were involved in
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manipulating elections. It is no secret that they tried to bring about a major change in the
leadership of the labor unions. Before that, there was a communist labor movement and
a non-communist one. They supported a third candidate, but ultimately the results were a
three-way split. We had the feeling that the CIA did have clout with a large staff and funds
to match.

Q: How about the American military presence which has been a bone of contention?

ZACHARY: The bases were not a bone of contention in the early 1960s. We had a large
presence in Greece and later we added an important new naval communication facility at
near Athens. It seemed to me therefore that although we had this large presence — the
four large bases plus five small units in Northern Greece and a number of communication
sites in Western Greece — we were doing a lot of training in support of the Greek military
and therefore had their enthusiastic support for our efforts to modernize Greek forces.
Greece was concerned about Bulgaria and, later, about Turkey. The Greek military

very much appreciated the large amount of training and equipment. The conservative
governments of course supported a strong Greek military and NATO. Greece was a small
power and could think of no better protector than the United States. The Greeks have
maintained a pro-American attitude longer than most countries, many of which have gotten
sick of us and our presence. They still felt that we were very much needed for their own
well-being. They had a very positive attitude towards our presence.

Q: When you transferred to Thessaloniki as the number two man, who was the Consul
General?

ZACHARY: That was Robert Folsom, who had been Charg# in Haiti and had a number
of other Foreign Service assignments. He was not Greek specialist. He didn't know any
Greek and had no experience in the area but he was an experienced officer, quite OK.

During his tour Bob Folsom had the name of the city in the Department's official listings
changed from 'Salonika' to 'Thessaloniki'. Under the Turks the name had become
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‘Salonika' reportedly because the Turks had difficulty pronouncing the 'th' sound, like the
French. So it was put back to its original pronunciation. That happened before | arrived in
the city or | would have pushed for 'Thessalonica.' The King James version of the Bible
has it that way and it trips more lightly off the tongue whereas "Thessaloniki' requires more
contortion of an English speaker's mouth and face.

The Greeks like the restoration of the name to its original version because it carries with

it considerable historical significance. The name derives from Philip It's defeat of the
Athenian alliance. With that victory Greece became united for the first time. The battle took
place at Chaeronea in 338 BC in the province of Thessaly, located south of Macedonia.
The word for victory in Greek is 'niki' as in Nike missiles or shoes. It thus means victory

in Thessaly. When a messenger arrived at Chaeronea from Philip's court that the Queen
had given birth to a daughter he named her 'Thessaloniki'. Fast forward now two decades
when the Macedonians decided to relocate the capital from Pella which was no longer
accessible to the Aegean. The new location with excellent north-south and east-west
passage was at the mouth of the Thermaic Gulf. A certain General Cassander was chosen
to build a new royal city in 316 or 315 BC. He decided to name the new city after his wife,
none other than Thessaloniki.

That tidbit doesn't have much to do with my Foreign Service career but it happens to

be one of my favorite bits of trivia. Besides, if | had been at the post when the name

was changed | would have argued for the King James version. We don't really need to
pronounce it exactly as the Greeks. Think of Firenze, Munchen, Kobenhavn, etc. And think
| would have been spared thousands of facial contortions as well.

Q: What were our interests in Thessaloniki?

ZACHARY: We followed a few special issues such as sensitive border issues with
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Albania. Also, the Yugoslavs had rights in the port of
Thessaloniki for the transport of cargoes and a large consulate. The border was quite
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close — an hour and half by car to Bulgaria and about two to the Yugoslav border. We had
an American Protestant supported religious sect in Katerini that had problems in orthodox
Greece. We had the major Turkish ethnic group in area — in Western Thrace — kept there
under the 1923 Lausanne treaty. One hundred and twenty thousand Greeks were allowed
to stay in Istanbul as the result of the Greek-Turkish war of the 1920's. Most of these
started clearing out after the 1956 riots in Istanbul when most of the 55 or so orthodox
churches were destroyed or badly damaged. Today about 120,000 Turks and Islamic
Pomachs still reside in northern Greece.

It was always my feeling that in time of crisis, the Consulate was able to obtain information
more readily and successfully than the Embassy in Athens. This was for several reasons:
the winds of controversy blow so vigorously in Athens that it is hard to sort out the trends.
In Thessaloniki, you tend to get ground-swells indicating basic changes in mood. We did
call the elections of 1963 and 1964 when Karamanlis was defeated for the first time in
seven years and when George Papandreou was elected. We felt that there was a massive
shift underway, but the Embassy didn't see it. You see things more clearly in the country-
side, you feel the ground-swells.

In the Junta years (1967-74), people like Walter Silva were able to produce fine reports
because people in Thessaloniki would talk and open up to us, even though they knew that
police were everywhere. Nevertheless, they couldn't resist giving us their views. In Athens,
the control was much tighter. In 1981, when PASOK came in, Papandreou gave orders at
one point not to talk to Embassy or Consulate people. The Embassy people had trouble
with this, but the people in the North tended to disregard Papandreou's directive and talked
to us anyhow.

Q: If you called the elections right from a constituent post, how was this received in the
embassy?
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ZACHARY: Great consternation! It was nice for me. Ambassador Labouisse offered me a
job in Athens. He was pleased that at least the Consulate had called it right. He took the
big view. The people at the working level were not so delighted. We could see it clearly in
Thessaloniki by talking to a variety of people of all political stripes. Even the conservatives
admitted that they were losing ground. Then there the rallies down the street from the
Consulate. It just seemed clear that there was a major change taking place.

Q: Let me pursue that process a little bit more. How as a political officer in Thessaloniki do
you get information that you put together for a report?

ZACHARY: You simply call on your contacts. You do your traditional morning press
readings — we spent a half hour reviewing the newspapers — and then would ask our
senior local employees for their interpretation of the stories. Maybe there would be a
couple of deputies from Athens in town and we would call on them. People were eager

to give us their views. Practically no one would turn you down. We would first select the
subject we wanted to explore in depth and then we would talk to people about that. If the
Consul General was going to lunch with the Mayor, for example, we would ask him to raise
the subject we were interested in. | would try to see other officers in the consular corps.
And I'd keep in close touch with the PAO and an excellent local USIS employee, who was
well plugged in. In those days, we had great local employees. With Greeks | knew quite
well, I would just call on the phone. We would keep checking it out to make sure that the
various pieces fit and that the rough spots were smoothed, that you had the story right and
were not fooling yourself.

Q: Did you ever encounter any Greek who would refuse to talk to an American?

ZACHARY: Not many. They enjoyed talking. They were overjoyed that they would
be listened to. It is part of the Mediterranean temperament. They simply enjoy
communicating, spending the evening out with friends. They can't keep secrets. It is
an open, garrulous society. They have the dubious honor of reading fewer books per
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capita than any other country in the European Community. And members of the left-
wing party also would freely express their views. The most close mouthed group that |
found over the years were the military. A lot of subjects were tied to the military such as
Bulgarian activities and the Turkish threat. Whenever we wanted information that the
Greek government preferred to keep to itself, the military was pretty up-tight about it and
did not reveal much. It was very hard — even from those you knew for a long time — to
get information. Yes, there were exceptions. But there was one general in charge of Third
Army or C Corps, an extremely charming man, who would talk and openly give his views.
He was a competent and confident officer. He went on to greater things.

Q: You were in Thessaloniki when JFK was assassinated. Do you have any special
recollection?

ZACHARY: Indeed, | do. | assume most FSO's abroad that day have some special
memory of that awful day. My wife and | were entertaining that evening at our residence.
As | remember we had an MP who later became Deputy Minister of Defense, a professor
or two, the head of the Chamber of Commerce, a consular colleague and the Lansdales
from the American Farm School.

We were about to sit down at 9:00 pm when the Embassy called and informed me of the
tragic event. We were all stunned and the Greeks felt they should leave immediately.

| replied that | would be grateful if they stayed for at least a while. They all did, we had
dinner, but shortly after leaving the table they, out of respect, departed.

The Greeks, for days, exhibited grief. Many came to the Consulate to sign the book

of condolences and quite a few wished to express their sympathies directly to the

Consul General or me. | was surprised by the number of members of the left-wing party
who called. A solemn memorial service, with a mock sepulcher was conducted by the
Metropolitan and attended by the Nomarch, the Mayor, deputies and other leading military
and civilian officials.
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This reaction contrasted sharply two month later with another death. One morning |
turned on the radio, heard a fugue, and learned that the Greek King, Paul, died somewhat
unexpectedly at age 61 of lung cancer. Once, in a public appearance, he held up a
cigarette and asked, 'Who is the stronger, me or this little thing?' He then pointed to the
cigarette as the stronger. King Paul was well liked, (although his wife, Queen Frederica,
and the monarchy in principle were not) and he played his royal role effortlessly and
according to the rules. It so happened that my wife and | were invited to dinner that
evening by a university professor. Later that morning | decided to call the professor,
offer my condolences, and confirm that his dinner had been cancelled. “Why,” he asked.
“Because of King Paul's death.” “Oh, yes,” he said, “but that is no reason to cancel the
party.” And the dinner was held.

| had some trouble reconciling the profound reaction to JFK's death with the casual attitude
toward the head of state. Ah, the Greeks, live and learn.

Q: You mentioned Ambassador Labouisse. How do you rate his tenure in Athens?

ZACHARY: He was a real pro with a distinguished record. At one point he was the head
of AID and also had been the UN Commissioner in the Gaza Strip. He was not afraid to
delegate and | believe everyone liked and respected him. His wife was a talented but
difficult person. The youngest daughter of the famous Madame Curie she wrote a Pulitzer
prize biography of her mother. She also was a war correspondent in France during the
second war. She was quick to be critical and seemed to feel that she had to cover from her
more kindly spouse. When we were traveling in eastern Macedonia and Thrace she was
upset with me that | didn't mention that there was a tobacco institute in the town of Drama.
She proceeded to put me in the follow car and invited our senior Consulate local to ride
with them. She had trip notes taken fifteen years earlier during the civil war while traveling
with the Greek queen, Frederica. One morning at Uranopolis at the border with Mount
Athos we all went to the beach on a lovely day. She dove in and swam for some time
before the Ambassador started to go in. He got to his knees before he gave up because of
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the cold - it was early April. The Political Counselor then tried and with the same result. |

decided to salvage male honor and went in all the way for a couple of minutes but, boy, it
sure was cold. But that didn't seem to phase her one bit. Since she spent her early life in
France | can only say, “Quelle femme!”

Q: You also had assignments in Africa, i.e., Ethiopia, Congo, called Zaire at the time, and,
later, the Department's African Bureau. Did you feel any cultural shock when you arrived in
Addis Ababa?

ZACHARY: Yes, indeed. After home leave in September 1965 | arrived in Addis Ababa
with my wife, Carol, my thirteen-year old daughter, Pam, and nine-month-old son, Tiger.
While on home leave | took a two-week FSI orientation course on Africa. | found it quite
useful. One little test was to take a map of Africa and write the names of the countries,

the capitals and leaders' names of all the states. In less than a decade the names of a
substantial number of the countries and capitals had changed as these newly independent
countries moved away from their colonial past.

We were met at the airport by Don Wolfe, the Economic Counselor, and we proceeded

to the city. As for cultural shock, during the forty-minute trip | felt that we were stepping
back into biblical times. Not only the women but the men as well were wearing long white
robes. Many were holding a four foot walking stick with a small cross piece below the grip.
It represented the holy cross in this Coptic Christian land. It was had to believe that such
scenes still occurred outside of a Cecil B. DeMille movie.

On the trip from the airport we also saw a number of spider men, permanently deformed
individuals due to primitive medical practices. And one would pass lepers and children with
bloated stomachs as well. Here was a very different world and a desperately poor country
with reportedly the lowest rate of literacy in Africa, over 90 percent. We drove past Sadat
Kilo Circle and saw the Emperor's lions in a large cage in the middle of the circle. We then
drove to our house at Sidist Kilo Circle where a watchman and a huge turtle were waiting
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to greet us. The turtle and the guards stayed with us for the entire tour. Yes, indeed, | was
beginning to feel some cultural shock.

Q: You said that Addis Ababa appeared desperately poor. Did that have something to do

with the fact that it was the only independent sub-Saharan country until Mussolini invaded
it?

ZACHARY: | believe so. Except for Liberia it was the only other independent country
during the colonial period. Whatever you might think of colonialism the Europeans
developed a basic infrastructure in their colonies and introduced educational programs.
This did not happen in Ethiopia or Liberia. To take one example, a highway from the
coastal ports to Addis Ababa was not constructed in this three-thousand-year old empire
until the Italians built one in the 1930's after their conquest of Ethiopia. This is not
'politically correct' but there is something to be said about development due to the colonial
experience in Africa.

Q: Aren't the Ethiopians or Abyssinians a biblical race?

ZACHARY: Yes, they are a Semitic race with a Semitic language that migrated from the
Arabian Peninsula several millennia ago. The “Night of Nights” in the “Song of Songs”
refers to the meeting of King Solomon and the Abyssinian Queen of Sheba. From this
encounter a son, Menelik, who became ruler of Ethiopia, is born. The ruling Amharas,
centered at Addis Ababa, were Coptic Christians. They were converted to Christianity in
the fourth century and were the lost Christian nation of medieval Europe (the Prester John
legend).

The Ethiopians are a handsome people with Caucasian features with a copper tone or
bronze complexion - they bring to mind Lena Horne and Harry Belafonte. They like to
remind foreigners that they are in Africa but not of it. One of their fables tells the story of a
God creating the human race. To do so he puts the dough in the oven but he is not paying
attention and forgets to take the baked dough out in time and it comes out entirely black.

Interview with Daniel Zachary http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001303



Library of Congress

The next time he is nervous and takes it out too soon and it is pasty white. The next time
he pays attention and it turns out just right. The Ethiopian race is born.

Q: Addis is one of our high altitude posts, correct?

ZACHARY: Yes. The altitude there was about 8,000 feet, tied with Bogota but
considerably lower than La Paz. It was enervating at first and some couldn't adjust to the
rarefied atmosphere. The Yugoslav ambassador suffered a fatal heart attack at the time
and some American staff members had to be evacuated. Embassy personnel enjoyed
descending several thousand feet to Lake Langano or another Rift Valley lake south of
Addis for weekends. But one unfortunate staff member died of blackwater fever because
he failed to take his malaria pills.

Q: | believe you were assigned to the Economic Section.

ZACHARY: Yes. After | met the staff | learned to my disappointment that the job |
expected was filled. It was the liaison position covering the activities of the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) headquartered in Addis. The Embassy ECA officer followed
the deliberations of three dozen countries and their efforts at economic development and
cooperation. Instead, | was assigned to be a general economic reporting officer for the
country. | dealt with US investment opportunities and assistance for US firms of which
there were not many. | also covered US aid and economic development. Further, with the
Cold War in full swing | reported on the economic activities of the Iron Curtain countries.
The Chinese Communists as well as the Soviets were quite active in Africa at the time.

Q: What were some of the specific tasks you handled?

ZACHARY: During my tour we mounted a solo US trade exhibit. | was the Embassy point
man for the Commerce Department trade show specialist. An attractive pavilion was
erected which brought in a large number of Ethiopians. | accompanied the Ambassador
as he escorted the Emperor Haile Selassie through the exhibit. Although very thin on
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a small frame he had a regal manner. He appeared interested in the displays but was
expressionless. He had several more years to reign before the revolutionary Mengistu
Haile Marian swept him from power in 1974.

| saw the Emperor a second time when the President of France, General Charles de
Gaulle, arrived at the Addis airport. The diminutive but erect Negus, the conquering lion
of Judah, less than five feet tall, stood next to the towering Frenchman. It was a sight to
behold. | can still see them standing stiffly and motionless as the national anthems were
played.

Q: Do you recall any reporting you did?

ZACHARY: One of the interesting assignments | had was to prepare a report on the US-
sponsored College of Business Administration at the Haile Selassie University in Addis.
Established only a couple of years earlier, the impetus for the school was to challenge

the Amhara's and other Ethiopians disdain for a career in business and increase their
number in managerial and entrepreneurial jobs. At the time most of the businesses were
controlled by European and Near Eastern expats. Most of the support for the school came
from AID and a number of Peace Corpsmen who, despite their youth, were often first-class
instructors. After interviewing the American and Ethiopian faculty and students | wrote an
upbeat report describing an American success story.

Q: You mentioned the Cold War at this post. Explain.

ZACHARY: Ethiopia was an important ally at the time. We had a large listening post
(Kagnew) operated by the military and the National Security Agency at a base near
Asmara, now the capital of an independent Eritrea. We maintained a consulate at
Asmara in part to support the base and to report on guerrilla activities against the central
government. At the time there was a contingent of some six hundred Peace Corps
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volunteers in Ethiopia, a huge number, and many were based in Eritrea. Ruled by the
strongly anti-Communist Emperor, Ethiopia was solidly in the American camp.

Q: Aren't Eritreans mostly an Islamic people?

ZACHARY: Roughly one half of the population is Moslem and one half Christian but the
communities have lived side by side without much conflict. That province had been seized
by the Italians in 1896 and Mussolini seized the rest of the country in 1935 or 1936. | can
remember the fruitless appeal of the Emperor before the League of Nations in 1936 as the
democracies of Europe failed to take action against the rising tide of fascism.

Q: Did you travel to Eritrea during your tour?

ZACHARY: Yes, | did. While escorting a visiting officer from the Department's Senior
Seminar. | was impressed with the development of Eritrea. Asmara was an attractive
Italianate city with tree-lined boulevards and, outside the capital, the large farms looked
prosperous. The ports of Assab and Massawa were bustling. The visiting officer was
preparing a paper on the Horn of Africa, covering the tensions and rivalry between
Ethiopia and Somalia as well as French Somali land, now Djibouti. At Massawa we were
invited to a reception aboard a British pagueboat carrying both cargo and passengers from
the U.K. to East Asia. When | learned that their next port of call was Djibouti | asked if we
could hitch a ride. The purser said fine if we would sign an injury liability release form. We
enjoyed a smooth 36-hour ride in the company of British officers.

We spent the next couple of days in Djibouti visiting French officials and we enjoyed a
meal at the best French restaurant there. We then took the overnight train back to Addis
on the Franco-Ethiopian railroad built at the turn of the century. In the colony the train was
guarded by tough-looking Legionnaires. The following morning moving through the barren
landscape, we could see hyenas and an occasional dik dik, a miniature antelope, as well
as vultures, hawks and other birds.
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Q: Who was your Ambassador at that time?

ZACHARY: The Ambassador was a Democratic party supporter, Ed Korry. He came from
a publishing background and had an attractive socialite wife. They were reportedly on
friendly terms with the Kennedys. Ambassador Korry was a bundle of energy and could
be, if required, a one-man show. He would be in his office on a Saturday afternoon or
Sundays when the only staff were the Marine guards and type a long message, encode

it, and then send it off without any help. He was later picked to serve as ambassador
(1967-1971) at a critical hot spot, Chile. At the time the pro-Communist Dr. Salvador
Allende came to power. Korry's reputation was tarnished because of his involvement in
the right-wing coup that toppled Allende and the subsequent reprisals carried out by the
Pinochet government. He spent the following years in an attempt to restore his reputation.

Q: Was your tour cut short before the two years were up?

ZACHARY: Yes. My slot in the Economic Section was a new one Korry had lobbied for.

| informed the Department | was none too happy not being assigned the liaison job it the
ECA. As a result my tour was cut short and | received direct orders to Leopoldville, Congo.
| had been in Addis exactly twelve months.

My recollection of the Addis tour includes public hangings, sometimes near the American
community school, where the body would be on display for a day or so. One could also
see thieves tied to a cross they were forced to drag down the street followed by an angry
mob.

Speaking of things macabre, not long after our my tour began the infamous Brad Bishop
arrived at the post with his young family. He was a first-tour officer. | remember what an
extraordinarily attractive couple they were, real lookers, eye candy from California. Brad
and his wife, Annette, were very sociable and popular as well. He seemed to have it all: a
lovely wife and family and a career that continued to do well. Brad beat me out of a part in
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an amateur production of “The Fantastiks.” | saw Brad again in 1975 as he was beginning
a tour in the Department. | ran into him near the Department while jogging and | gave him
a tour of the men's locker room that he asked to see. In was only weeks later that he was
wanted for the alleged murder of his wife, his three sons and his own mother. There still
are sightings of him, particularly in Europe, but he has never been found.

Otherwise | was on the school board of the American community school. And a trip to
Kaffa in eastern Ethiopia where coffee plants were first discovered and | marveled at

the five hundred year-old coffee trees. The entire family visited Nairobi and the Olduvai
Gorge - the Garden of Eden for anthropologists. We also visited the game parks Mara
Masai, Serengeti and the Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania. The most impressive park was
Murchison Falls in Uganda with a large number of big game - leopards, wildebeests and
especially elephants but also hippos and crocodiles near the Falls proper. The capital in
Uganda, Kampala, was attractive and calm. This was a few years before Idi Amin seized
power and started his reign of terror.

| also remember not making the promotion list to FSO-3, the only time | recall feeling
disappointed not making the list.

Q: At this point you had a direct transfer to the Congo?

ZACHARY: Yes, but before arriving in Leopoldville we stopped for a few days 